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HEALTH OF U.S. ARMY TROOPS IN SWPA 


February, 1944 


General Comments at ecnadl ced all 


The estimated admission rate for all diseases and non-battle injuries 
in the SWPA for the month of February showed a decline, but there was a 
slight increase in the estimated mean daily noneffective rate. The increase 
in the noneffective rate was due, to a large extent, to the hospitalization 
of the accumlation of noneffectives in recently arrived units. 3 


Important Causes of Noneffectiveness 


Non-battle injuries remain the most important cause of noneffective- 
ness. Next in importance were malaria, neuropsychiatric diseases, fever 
of undetermined origin and common respiratory diseases. During 1943 these 
five causes accounted for 43.1% of all time lost in the theatre. 


Malaria 


The malaria rate, as computed on the basis of malaria case report 
cards, continues to decline in all Bases with the exception of Base "D". 
The attack rate in this Base has never been excessive in troops stationed 
in the area; many of the cases reported there are evacuated from other Bases. 


Deaths 


‘ Although the over—all crude death rate did not show a significant 
change, there was a remarkable increase in the number of suicides and the 
number of persons killed by falling trees. A number of deaths from falling 
trees is due to weakening of support of trees by shellfire in "softening- 
up" operations. 


Evacuation 


The rate of evacuation of patients from New Guinea to the Australian 
‘mainland for the month of February continued to decline as increasing 
hospital facilities are provided in forward areas. There was also a decline 
in the rate of evacuation to the United States in February, as compared 

with the preceding month. However, there is so mich variation in the 
evacuation rate from month to month that this decline cannot be considered 
significant. During the month of February there had as yet been no 
evacuations from New Guinea to the United States. 
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(a) All of the rates above are computed on the basis of consolidated statistical 
reports (WDMD 86 ab) with the exception of that for "SWPA, All" for February, 
1944, which is based on the abbreviated radiographic statistical report, and 
station-list strength as of 15 February, 1944. 


MEAN DAILY NON-EFFECTIVE RATE PER 1000, SWPA 


(b) Estimated, in that this rate is based on unit statistical reports (WNMD 86 ab) 
received to date. 
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CENDET August, 1942 - January, ‘1Peds , inclusive 

Go me aa ie Be (Remaining on Sick Report per 1000 Strength) 
Remaining COMMON RESPIRATORY DISEASES Remaining MALARIA 
per 1,000 : _ *per 1,000 
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August, 1943 - February, 1944 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 
(Based on Malaria Case Report Cards and Station-List Strengths) 
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DEATHS BY CAUSES, SWPA ? 
Total, 1943, and January, 1944 
Absolute Numbers and Crude Annual Rates per Thousand 


January ee 


Non-battle injury, All —|— 2943 eee 4,131 


Cause 


Automobiles - 0293 
Street Car 1 0042 
Motorcycle - 
Railroad me Fa 
Air Transportation 8 334 
Water Transportation - - 
Drowning 7 0293 
Burns 5 «209 
Falls - - 
Firearms 1 042 
Electrocution a oCA2 
Animals - - 
Pois oning - 
Struck by Falling Trees 6 0251 
Other 4 «167 
Suicides, All ALE 
Homicides, All 042 
Diseases, All 836 
Died of Wounds ~543 
Killed in Action 4.639 
Total Deaths, All Causes 8.149 
Based on WDMD 86ab, "Statistical Report"; 
subject to correction on receipt of late 
information, 
Mean strength for 1943: 191,366 
Mean strength for January, 19443 
311,068 
-5- As of: 28 Jan. '44 


men ML EVACUATIONS, NEW GIINEA TO AUST OIA 
January, 1943 - February, 1944, inclusive 
Rates per Thousand per Annum* 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, S.W.P.A. TO UNITED STATES 
January, 1943 - February, 1944, inclusive 
Rate/ Rates, per Thousand per Annum. 
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_%* Based on Station-List Strengths 
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DENTAL SERVICE ACCOMPLISHED BY THa ARMY DENTAL CORPS IN THE SWPA. 
FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1944 


Absolute Numbers and Rates per Thousand per Annum 
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VUE § 

| Rate 

Type of Service Number per 

1000 

Admissions | 34,225 1,146.0 
Sittings _ 755301 2501.6 
Permanent Restorations ("Fillings") 51,776 > Lei saee 
Extractions | ; 8,759 293 3 
Teeth Replaced 2 3 377 2 
Dentures Constructed : 1,475 49.3 
Dentures Repaired (Including Rebase) 717 24.0 
Bridges Constructed : 150 ia 
Prophylaxis | 5,187 173.6 


During the month of February the number of dental officers who 
reported the above dental service was 450. The ratio of total dental 
officers to total strength was 1.4 per 1,000 men, or 1 dentist per 
713.8 men. 


As the percentage of our forces stationed in New Guinea and 
other island bases increases, the incidence of Stomatitis, Vincent's, 
decreases. The admission rate for Stomatitis, Vincent's, during 
February was 15.6 per 1,000 per annum. 


For every 100 teeth extracted, 128 were replaced by dentures or 
bridges. For each tooth extracted there were 5.91 permanent restor- 
ations ("fillings") inserted. There were 115 permanent restorations 
per reported dental officer. Of the Amalgam restorations 33% were 
Oxyphosphate and Amalgam. , 
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‘REPORT OF HOSPITAL BED STATUS, SWPA 


VCUREI Section I : Summary 


T/O Bed T/O Bede T/O Beds % of T/O 
Theatre 32025 I.A. tk: I.A, 


Operating 20525 N.A. N.A, N.A, 
Other * 11500 ar I.A. LA 
Sixth Army 6000 N.A, NA, 
Fifth Air Force 125 N.A. aM Ay N.A, 
scs $1.7 
Base Section 4 26.0 
Base Section 7 158 
Base Section 3 96.9 
Base Section 2 5e5 
Base Section 1 29.5 
Base "D# 101.1 
Base "a" 71.3 
Base "BY" 68.8 
Base "EZ" 107.0 
Base "FH 80.6 


Section II : Detail: SOS 


Com- Unit cation u O Bed Capacit T/O Beds T/O Beds @ of T/0 
mand Occupied _ Vacant Beds Occupied 
50 
91 3963 
39 


f°) 
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BS 1 | 65 Sta | Adelaide River| 50 
86 Sta | Fenton Field 150 


BS 2 Townsville 1000 
Aitkenvale 250 
Charters Twrs.| 150 
Gordonvale 

BS 3 Holland Park Ti eh 
Gatton Teer 
Stuartholme 78.8 
Ekibin 37.6 
Southport 49,2 
Camp Cable 5763 
Rockhampton 150.8 

3s 7 hh18 Gen 58 


Staging,under orders, constructing, etc. I.A, - Inapplicable. N.A, Not available. 
Vacant beds in ( ) are not in the main channels of evacuation, 
so OI a As of 17 Mar. "Ub 
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nie REPORT OF HOSPITAL BED STATUS, SWPA 
a bw 
Section II : Detail : SOS (Cont'd) 


Com- T/O Bed Capacity; 1/0 Beds T/O Bede % of T/O 
mand art mpeet toe Fixed |Mobile | Occupied Vacant Beds Occupied 
269 - 


Base Oro Bay 
Dobodura 


Borio 


Base 1 Fld Finschhafen 400 228 172 57.0 
F ss 5d we = a 96.0 
88.8 


Section III : Detail: 5th Air Force, 6th Army and 


Miscellaneous 
L ti a IT /O Capacity | acit 
ne Mobile 


<_ As of: 17 Mar. "44 
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REPORT OF HOSPITAL BED STATUS, SWPA 
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Com~ Location 
mend 


23 Fld |Saidor 


361 Sta |Kiriwina 
264 Sta |Finschhafen 
58 Evac|Manus 

29 Evac/|Arawe 

30 Evac|Cp.Gloucester 
36 Evac|Milne Bay 


9 Gen |Goodenough 
i101 Sta |R' hampton 
107 Sta 'Finschhafen 
1,2,3,5,0,/.5,10,11, 
12,13,15,16,17,18, 
19,23,26,27,30 P.S.H 


4 Gen 
12 Sta 
91 Sta 
96 Sta 
47 Gen 
13 Gen 
27 Gen 

237 Sta 
161 Sta 
126 Sta 
251 Sta 
119 Sta 
49 Gen 
268 Sta 
59 Sta 
83 Sta 
162 Sta 
149 Sta 
334 Sta 

7 Fld 

1 Fld 
43 Fld 

196 Sta 
146 Sta 
128 Sta 
233 Sta 
20P.S.H - 
24 P.S.H - 
21 & 2 
P.S.H Brisbane 


Melbourne 
Townsville 
Camp Columbia 


Milne Bay 
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Section III: Detail: 5th Air Force, 6th Army and 


Miscellaneous (Cont'd) 


T/O Capacity 


sel nad 


Remarks 


U/o to Base Section 3 


U/o to Goodenough 
U/o to Base F 


U/o to Arawe 


Staging 

Not functioning 
Staging 

Staging at Base A 
Staging at Base A 
U/o to Base F 


Staging at Base Section 7 


Staging 
Staging 
Staging 
Staging 
Staging 
Constructing 
Constructing 
U/o to Saidor 
Staging 
Staging 

U/o to Base F 
U/o to Base F 
Staging 
Staging 
Staging 


Atchd Hosp Ship "Maetsuycker" 
Atchd Hosp Ship "Tasman 


Staging 
Constructing 

Atckd Hosp Train #3 
Atchd Hosp Train #5 


Inactive 
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As of: 17 Mar'44, 
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